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Here are the Trends  
& What They Mean
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This holiday season you may be wondering what to 
get that techie who already has all the latest gadgets. 
Or maybe you’re shopping for a client or your boss – 
a tech leader who lives and breathes new tech trends. 
Try using color psychology to find that perfect gift.

Here are the Trends  
& What They Mean

Start Shopping!

To view more from this study, visit  
idgenterprise.com/report/2015-idg-enterprise-building-the-mobile-enterprise-survey 

What if they don’t have a case? Then 
they’re most likely a risk-taker. Skydiving 
perhaps? Or maybe a mobile device case...

Does your tech friend have a neutral-
colored case? Select something  
timeless like a watch or perhaps 
something practical like a desktop  
organizer, or a kitchen or yard tool. 

Getting a gift for a person with 
a black case? Try a book (maybe 
a business best-seller), a nice 
pen, or a bottle of fine wine.

Are They 
Warm,  
Cool, or  
Neutral?

How do you know what color  
matches their personality?

? ? ?

Color  
Psychology

Neutral
(Gray, White, 
Beige, clear)
Timeless 
Practical

Cool
(Blue, Purple, 
Green)
Serenity 
Focus 
Sophistication 
Adventure

Just about everyone with a mobile device has a  
carefully selected protective case. Black, white,  
clear or multi-colored — options abound for disaster-
proofing our constant companions. So before you start 
shopping for that techie on your list, sneak a peek at 
their mobile device. It may give you some clues!

Cell Phone Cover Color Choice

23%
No case

14% 
neutral- 
colored  
case

9%
cool- 
colored 
case

7%
warm- 
colored 
case

4%
multi- 
colored 
case

Black
Authority 
Power 
Strength 
Intelligence

Warm
(Red, Orange, 
Yellow)
Energy 
Intensity
Optimism/Happy

Does Age Make a difference?

favorite colors by company type

18-34 
years

50+ 
years

40%
black  
case

57% 
black

B2c

Match color psychology to mobile  
device cases for the perfect gift ideas

for Tech Leaders
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Notice a warm-colored case on the 
mobile device of the person you’re 
shopping for? Try something fun  
like a mug with a clever quip or  
a brain-teaser game. Wa
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Do you have a cool-colored case  
tech friend? Go for something more  
sophisticated like a leather wallet.  
If adventure is more their style,  
gift them tickets for an activity  
like skiing or white-water rafting.Co
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Check out these 
gift guides!Want more ideas?

Nothing rattles B2C 
folks — they’re cool, 
neutral cucumbers.

Hybrid & B2b
Hybrid (B2C/B2B) and B2B 
orgs have a very Swiss aesthetic 
—neutrality is in style.

Neutral

CIO.com 
The 15 best books of 
2015 for IT leaders

ComputerWorld.com 
Stocking stuffers  
for $35 or less

CSOonline.com 
Six great gifts for  
the nerdiest nerds  
you know

InfoWorld.com 
2015 geek gadget  
gift guide

Network World.com 
Top gift guide ideas  
from the Cool Yule  
Tools Team

Sources: 2015 IDG Enterprise Building the Mobile Enterprise; IDG Enterprise/IGS Mobility Survey, 2014; Art Therapy

Vs. 38% 
under  
age 50

No answer
5%

Generation  
Connected

40%  No case

14% 
neutral

24% 
black5% 

cool

Cool
Neutral

Overall,  
these  
companies  
prefer sleek 
black, but  
which are the  
runner-ups?

Tied

8% 
multi

8% 
warm
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